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ABSTRACT

The Ogaden region, nestled in the eastern part of Ethiopia, has been a hotbed of social and political
struggle for decades. Its complex history is marked by numerous liberation movements that have
emerged in response to a range of grievances and aspirations. This paper aims to explore the diverse
liberation movements that have shaped the Ogaden region, shedding light on their origins,
ideologies, strategies, and impact. The Ogaden, also known as the Somali Region, is home to a
predominantly ethnic Somali population. Its geopolitical significance, rich cultural heritage, and
valuable natural resources have made it a focal point of contention and conflict throughout history.
The region has witnessed a myriad of challenges, including political marginalization, economic
disparities, cultural suppression, and struggles for self-determination. Against this backdrop,
several liberation movements have risen, representing the aspirations and grievances of the people
of the Ogaden. These movements have sought to challenge the existing power structures, advocate
for greater autonomy, promote cultural rights, and pursue justice and equality for the region's
inhabitants. They have utilized various strategies, ranging from peaceful advocacy to armed
resistance, in their pursuit of liberation. This paper will delve into the origins of these liberation
movements, examining the historical, social, and economic factors that have fueled their
emergence. It will explore the ideologies and goals that underpin these movements, investigating
the diverse range of visions they espouse for the future of the Ogaden region. Additionally, the
paper will analyze the strategies employed by these movements, assessing their effectiveness,
challenges, and ethical implications. Moreover, it is essential to examine the broader impact of
these liberation movements on the Ogaden region and its people. This analysis will encompass both
the immediate consequences of their actions, such as the socio-political changes brought about by
their resistance, as well as the long-term implications for regional stability, peacebuilding, and
development. By critically examining the liberation movements in the Ogaden region, this paper
aims to contribute to a deeper understanding of the historical, political, and social dynamics that
have shaped the region's trajectory. It is hoped that this exploration will shed light on the
aspirations, struggles, and resilience of the people of the Ogaden and provide insights into the
complexities of liberation movements in other contexts as well.
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