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ABSTRACT

Ethiopia, a diverse nation located in the Horn of Africa, has experienced a tumultuous political
history marked by various governance systems and shifts in policies over time. Among the many
regions within Ethiopia, the Ogaden region stands out as a unique and complex area due to its
geographical, cultural, and historical significance. This paper seeks to explore the policies
implemented by subsequent Ethiopian governments towards the Ogaden region and their
implications. The Ogaden region, situated in the eastern part of Ethiopia, is home to a diverse
population, including the Somali ethnic group. Its strategic location along the borders of Somalia
and the broader East African region has historically contributed to its geopolitical importance.
Throughout history, the Ogaden region has experienced challenges related to governance,
economic development, security, and the pursuit of self-determination by some of its inhabitants.
To comprehend the policies of subsequent Ethiopian governments towards the Ogaden region, it is
crucial to examine the historical context that shaped these policies. Ethiopia's history is
characterized by a diverse range of governance systems, including monarchies, communist
regimes, and the current federal system. Each period has had a distinctive approach towards
regional autonomy, resource allocation, and ethnic representation, which significantly influenced
the policies adopted for the Ogaden region. This paper aims to shed light on the historical trajectory
of government policies towards the Ogaden region, exploring how various administrations
responded to the region's unique challenges and aspirations. It will delve into the specific policies
enacted, the rationales behind them, and the consequences they had on the socio-economic and
political landscape of the region. Moreover, the paper will analyze the impact of these policies on
key issues such as infrastructure development, education, healthcare, natural resource management,
conflict resolution, and the promotion of cultural identity. By examining these aspects, we can gain
a comprehensive understanding of how different governments' policies shaped the trajectory of the
Ogaden region and its inhabitants. Through an in-depth exploration of historical records,
governmental documents, scholarly literature, and testimonies from local communities, this paper
aims to provide a critical analysis of the policies implemented by subsequent Ethiopian
governments towards the Ogaden region. By shedding light on these policies and their
consequences, we hope to contribute to a broader understanding of the region's complex dynamics
and inform future policy considerations for the Ogaden region and beyond. Finally, the paper aims
to illuminate the policies adopted by subsequent Ethiopian governments towards the Ogaden
region, with the goal of providing insights into the historical context, motivations, and
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consequences of these policies. By understanding the dynamics of these policies, we can foster
informed discussions and potentially contribute to more inclusive and equitable approaches to
governance, development, and conflict resolution in the Ogaden region and similar contexts
worldwide.
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